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Integrated Growth Workshop
Sarajevo, November 28-29, 2012
1. Background to the meeting
Following the adoption of the SEE 2020 Vision (at the Ministerial meeting on November 24, 2011) and the endorsement of high-level regional headline targets for growth by the SEE region’s Ministers of Economy (at their meeting in Tirana on November 9, 2012), the Regional Cooperation Council and its partners are initiating the development of a regional SEE 2020 Strategy, as the main regional framework for growth. The Strategy is based on five pillars: (i) integrated, (ii) smart, (iii) sustainable and (v) inclusive growth, underpinned by (v) good governance. 
The intended process of associating various regional platforms with the pillars of SEE 2020 and the subsequent involvement of these platforms in Strategy implementation requires a de-centralized approach in Strategy development. Bringing together the relevant contributors within each of the pillars is the first step envisioned in the Strategy development process. The day and a half workshop on integrated growth, organized by the RCC, in cooperation with the GIZ Open Regional Funds, is the first such  contributors meeting dedicated to raising awareness on the SEE 2020, prioritizing action, and agreeing on the process and governance structures within each of the Strategy’s pillars.
Integrated growth pillar of the SEE 2020 Strategy
Closer regional economic integration remains one of the main objectives of regional cooperation in South East Europe. Integrated growth pillar of RCC’s work foresees deeper trade and investment linkages and policies that are non-discriminatory, transparent and predictable, enhancing the flow of goods, investment, services and persons within South East Europe. The strategic targets adopted by the region's Ministers associated with this pillar are:  

A. Increasing intra-regional trade in goods by more than 230%, from EUR 12.4 billion to more than 42 billion, 
B. Increasing overall FDI inflows to the region by at least 120% to EUR 7.5 billion in 2020.
In addition to the targets contained in the integrated growth pillar, several other trade-related targets were put forward:

C. Grow the region’s total value of trade in goods and services by more than 130%  (overall target)

D. Reduce the region’s trade deficit from 14.1 to 11.6 per cent of regional GDP (overall target)

E. Increase exports of goods and services per capita from the region by 130%. (sustainable growth target).

Furthermore, the region’s Ministers have put forward the indication of measures in the integrated growth domain, including:

i. Removing trade distortive non-tariff barriers and facilitating cross-border movement of goods in a timely fashion;

ii. Undertaking concerted efforts for the liberalisation of trade in services, under the auspices of CEFTA; 

iii. Creating a regional strategy for investment promotion that builds on the work that has already been conducted by the regional working groups under the auspices of the Investment Compact and the SEEIC; 

iv. Enforcing laws and regulations to protect intellectual property; 

v. Supporting the work of all CEFTA bodies and structures to fulfill their respective mandates; and 

vi. Developing a single regional capital market.

The RCC intends to implement the SEE 2020 Strategy in this dimension through its main regional partners, the Central European Free Trade Agreement (CEFTA) Secretariat and South East Europe Investment Committee (SEEIC) as the main interlocutors in the trade and investment sectors (pillar “champions”). Main analytical inputs to help guide the process would be provided by the OECD Investment Compact for Southeast Europe, with inputs coming from other stakeholders, such as the International Finance Corporation (IFC) and regional expert networks.

2. Meeting participants

The most important stakeholders relevant for the implementation of the SEE 2020 strategy in the integrated growth domain are invited including RCC, regional platforms (CEFTA, SEEIC, BiH Chair in Office of CEFTA/Co-Chair of SEEIC), advisors (OECD, IFC), as well as other stakeholders (EU, GIZ, IFI Coordination Office). 
3. Meeting objective(s)
The main objectives of the meeting are the following:

i. take stock of trade and investment issues in SEE in the context of regional targets and actions within SEE 2020, 
ii. identify the programming level priorities to reach the SEE 2020 targets and discuss their feasibility in the regional context, 
iii. determine the roles and responsibilities of all stakeholders and contributors involved, 
iv. define the process of development and format of programming to implement the SEE 2020 Strategy in the integrated growth domain, 
v. discuss possible monitoring mechanism and governance structures to implement programmes prepared under the Strategy, and

vi. identify potential synergies with other pillars of the SEE 2020 Strategy. 
4. Expected result and outputs
The meeting is organized with the intended result of generating a clear roadmap for the development of SEE 2020 Strategy and defining main features of the programming and implementation arrangements going forward. 

Integrated Growth Workshop
Meeting Agenda

Sarajevo, 28-29 November 2012

Wednesday, November 28, 2012 

Venue: Regional Cooperation Council, Sarajevo

09.00-11.00
Introduction to the workshop and taking stock of current trade and investment work

11.00-11.15
Coffee break

11.15-13.00
Programming and prioritization 

13.00-14.00
Lunch

14.00-16.00
Programming and prioritization (cont’d)
16.00-16.15
Coffee break

16.15-17.30
Roles and responsibilities of main contributors and the SEE 2020 development process
20.00
Dinner

Thursday, November 29, 2012 

09.00-11.00
Identification of links with other SEE 2020 pillars and potential synergies

11.00-11.15
Coffee break

11.15-13.00
Monitoring system and governance structures to implement SEE 2020 

